
 

 

 
ASB's Hall of Fame

Celebrates Impactful Leaders

This year, the Hall of Fame made improvements to the way inductees are selected by
focusing on individuals who had a positive and lasting impact on the industry. At the 2024
BakingTECH annual conference, four impactful leaders were celebrated with their
induction into the Hall of Fame. Their words of wisdom shared with the luncheon audience
was an enriching moment for all who were in the room.

We honored:

Robert Benton’s tenacity and dedication as an effective leader during his 43-year
career which helped to strategically place Flowers Foods as the country’s second
largest baking company. His ability to form and maintain connections with industry
professionals while also being a mentor and advocate created indelible marks on
those around him.

Dr. Norman Borlaug’s desire to spread the knowledge of high yield wheat and to
scientifically improve the food supply chain’s ability to sustain the population around
it saved millions, if not billions of lives, notwithstanding saving time and money. His
accomplishments are not only recognized by the Baking Hall of Fame, but
worldwide.
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Erin Sharp’s 40-year journey through the baking industry has been marked time and
again by her ability to lead, support, and improve the companies she represented
and the people who were able to work with her. In addition, she made it her mission
to support and lift up those whose food outlook was unstable. With her Continuous
Improvement culture, she propelled The Kroger Company to new heights within a
10-year span.

Fred Springer dedicated his career to giving back and getting involved. Whether it
was joining committees to better the industry that he loved or by supporting working
veterans, Fred did all he could to improve his surroundings. He strived to create
opportunities for “cooperation, innovation, and commitment” within the organizations
he was a part of.

With ASB's commitment to service and education of the commercial baking industry
setting the standard for knowledge and growth, it is only fitting that we recognize
individuals who have personally contributed to the collective positive impact made by the
baking industry. So many people contribute to this industry in a multitude of ways and it is
our honor to celebrate them. Thank you Robert, Dr. Norman, Erin, and Fred: you exemplify
positive impact.
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Protecting Our Industry
To keep you informed on important legislative and regulatory issues impacting our industry, ASB

is partnered with the American Bakers Association to bring you timely updates

2024 Bakers Fly-In and Policy Summit

The American Bakers Association (ABA), in partnership with the Retail Bakers of America
and the American Society of Baking, is proud to help host the Bakers Fly-In and Policy
Summit, taking place in Washington, DC, June 11-14, 2024. Bringing together bakers of
all sizes and specialties from across the country, this event promises to be a pivotal
moment for our industry.

Who Should Attend: Even if you're not directly involved in baking at your company but
work in production, HR, supply chain, logistics, energy/environment/sustainability, worker
safety, etc., we encourage you to attend. Many challenges our industry faces also impact
suppliers, making your presence crucial. Together, we can amplify our collective voice and



drive meaningful change. Best of all, attendance is free to attend the Fly-In!

Learn more and register here.

 

 

https://web.cvent.com/event/ca143240-ef06-4b30-95a7-d3a1b7e5401d/summary
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